HLA and trophoblastic disease.
The susceptibility of trophoblastic diseases is not associated with HLA antigens. Compatibility studies between the patient and her husband, and the patient and the tumour suggest that it may not play an important role in the susceptibility or the progression of the tumour. This as well as other direct evidence indicate that the tumour cells probably do not express much HLA antigens on their cell surface. The expression of HLA antigens on normal and abnormal trophoblasts are discussed.